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a scheme, but in his hesitation to commit himself in face of possible   CHAP,
opposition from members of his own party.1                                       v XXIV.
The Cardinal expressed a wish to have from me in the shape of heads  ^T* 49*
some fuller account of the details of my proposed scheme, and this I
promised to send.
I explained that I spoke entirely on my own responsibility and could
not answer for my colleagues, but I said that I had gathered from con-
versations with Lord Spencer that he would be prepared to give full
consideration to the subject. I pointed out that the assent of the Govern-
ment as a whole to any such scheme would be made much more probable
if I could point to the sure acceptance of it by the Irish people as repre-
sented by the Bishops or by Mr. Parnell.
The Cardinal concluded the interview by expressing his extreme sense
of the importance of the subject and his belief that it offered a real pros-
pect for the pacification of Ireland; and he ended with the words, "I
think the present position is very hopeful".
The Radical allies were more than hopeful. It seemed a golden
opportunity to end all the odious part of coercion in Ireland,
introduce sweeping reforms and reconcile the two peoples. Now
for the first time they made up their minds that it was right to
risk all on so great an issue. Needless to say that, as the Cardinal
desired, they were filled also with zeal for the appointment of
Walsh to the see of Dublin, and with desire as Ministers to frus-
trate "backstairs diplomacy" at Rome. As he had promised,
Chamberlain promptly sent to Archbishop's House full informa-
tion of the details of his scheme, and offered to supplement them
in any way that might be desired:
I shall also be ready at any time to wait on you again if you think
that a personal interview would be advantageous.2
IX
Earnest on the same date was his memorandum for circula-
tion amongst his colleagues:
Assuming, as I do, that a separation between the two countries, or
even a separate Parliament under the same sovereign would be injurious
1 Here appears Chamberlain's want       a Chamberlain to Manning, April
of knowledge of Parnell's vital letters    25, 1885.
suppressed by O'Shea,